Mr. Stevens stated that he discussed the accumulations condition
with Mr. Hes's and advised him that the area needed to be cleaned up.
He asked Mr. Hess how much time he required for abatement, and Mr. Hess
informed him that he did not know and that he would have to first discuss
the matter with mine management, but that the conditions could probably
be taken care of "in the morning".

Mr. Stevens stated that while the accumulations conditions he cited
presented a possible fire hazard, he considered this occurrence to be
remote because all electrical cables in the area were properly insulated
and he detected no stuck conveyor rollers. Mr. Stevens stated that he
fixed the abatement time as 8:30 a.m. the next morning, October 29, and
he believed that this was a reasonable time because the area where the
accumulations were present was not that extensive and he believed that
one man working one shift could have cleaned up the area and achieved
abatement (Tr. 31-34).

Mr. Stevens confirmed that he issued citation No. 888865 (exhibit G-5)
after finding a permissibility violation in the 3 left section.  He
found that there was an opening present on a continuous mining machine
contactor panel in excess of .004 inches, and he detected this by means
of a feeler guage which he Inserted into the opening.  He discussed
this condition with Mr. Hess, and an electrician was immediately summoned
to the area.  The electrician closed the opening, and after inserting
his guage and determining that it could not penetrate the panel area,
Mr. Stevens was satisfied that abatement had been achieved. Mr. Stevens
stated that the operator achieved rapid compliance, and since he detected
no methane present in the area he determined that any hazard resulting
from the violation was improbable.

Although Mr. Stevens stated that weekly permissibility examinations
are required, he conceded that the condition he cited may have occurred
during the Intervening weekly inspections and that the operator may not
have known about the excess opening (.005 inches) in the equipment panel
in question.

Mr. Stevens stated that after the completion of his inspection during
which he observed all of the conditions which resulted In the issuance
of all of the five citations in question, he came out of the mine and
proceeded to write all of the conditions down on paper from notes which
he had made during his inspection.  He discussed all of the conditions
with Mr. Hess, and he was satisfied that Mr. Hess was aware of the conditions
which he found and what was needed to achieve compliance.  However, upon
discovering that he did not have a supply of citation forms with him,
he advised Mr, Hess that he could return to his office to obtain some,
simply write them down on paper, or return the next day and issue them
In writing on the citation forms.  Mr. Stevens stated that Mr. Hess agreed
with this procedure, and that mine Superintendent Bays voiced no
objections.

1745he conveyor belt was installed to  run over
